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!N THE CLAIMS; 

The text of all pending claims are set forth below. Cancelled claims are Indicated with 
claim number and status only. The daims as listed below show added text with gpcjQrtlnlnfl 
and deleted text with ctri l eath rough . The status of each claim is indicated with one of 
(original), (cun^ntly amended), (previously presented), (cancelled), (withdrawn), or (new). 

Please AMEND the claims in accordance with the following: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An electronic-mail transmlssion/recept]on_£!ient 
apparatus for transmitting and receiving electronic mails, comprising: 

a condition setting unit which sets in said electronic-mail transmission/reception 
apparatus a condition for forming a group of electranic mails f rom among electronic mails 
previouslv transmitted or received bv the client apparatus, and displaying a listing comprising 
t ic t of ot I cQgt pnc information item on - a t least one title of at least one electronic mall of the 
group ^ hfoh hOQ boon transmitted or r eGelve<^; 

a sorting unit which sorts nniri nt lonr.t ono infomiation itom the electronic mails of the 
croup into a hierarchical structure according t o subordin ate relationships between the 
electronic mails In the grou p oaid condition ; and 

a list displaying unit which displays a list comprising indicia of o f-said-at least one 
InfnrmntiQn itom olectronic mail w hich is sorted by said sorting unit. 

2. (Original)An electronic-mail transmission/reception apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said sorting unit sorts said at least one information item according to 
attribute infomnation which each of said at least one electronic mail has, 

3. (Original) An electronic-mail transmission/reception apparatus according to 
claim 2. wherein said attribute infomnation is contained in a header of said at least one 
electronic mail. 

4. (Original) An electronic-mail transmission/reception apparatus according to 
claim 1 , further comprising a display information removing unit which removes a portion of 
Information displayed by said list displaying unit, according to display capacity of said list 
displaying unit. 
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5. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium storing a client 
pn^gram which maizes a computer execute processing for transmrtting and receiving 
electronic mails, said client program further makes said computer-reafe e oerform a process 
compn'slna : 

a condition setting unit which sets In said computer a condition for fomiinq a group of 
electronic mails from among electronic mails previously transmitted or received by the dient 
apparatus, and d isplaying a l ist of at least one information itom on iistino cQmprisina at least 
one title of at least one electronic mai l of the group - which has been trangmittod or rocoivod : 

a sorting unit which sorts sold o ^M oa s t - Qn e information itom the electronic mails of the 
group into a hierarchical structure according to sa i d cond i tion subonjinate relattonshios 
between the electronic mails in the group: and 

a list displaying unrt which displays a list of said - comprising indicia at least one 
infomiDtion itom electronic mail w hich is sorted by said sorting unit. 

6. (New) An apparatus according to claim 1 , further comprising a listing 
displaying un/t that displays, in the form of a tree, subordinate relations between electronic 
mails in the hierarchical structure. 

7. (New) A method used in an e-mail dient to display messages sent and 
received by a user, the method comprising; 

accessing stored e-mail messages previously sent and receh^ed by the user: 
processing a group of like-titled of the e-mail messages to determine a hierarchical 
structure of the group comprising levels of e-mail messages, where like-titJed e-mail 
messages in a given layer are hierarchically related to e-mall messages in a level above 
based on their having been sent as replies-to or fonrardings-of respective linked-to e-mail 
messages in the level above, and where like-titled e-mail messages in a level below the 
given level are hierarchically related to respective e-mail messages in the given level to 
which tfiey were respectively sent as replies-to or forwardings-of. and where the like-titfed e- 
mail messages have a same substantive title; 

displaying indicia of the e-mail messages in a tree structure corresponding to the 
hierarchical structure, where the tree shows which of the like-titled e-mail messages were 
sent as replies-to or forwardings-of a same e-mail message, and also shows which of the 
like-titled e-mail messages were received as replies-to or forwardings-of a same e-maii 
message, whereby the user can view ^e tree to visually determine a logical sequence of 
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exchanging the like-titled e-mail messages . 

8. (New) A method for an e-mail client to display messages sent and received by 
a user, the method comprising: 

accessing e-mail messages previously sent and received by the usen 
fonning a hierarchy of mutually related e-marl messages based on Information 

indicating which messages were sent as replies-to or forwardings-of other messages; and 
displaying a tree staicture corresponding to the hierarchy, the free showing which 

messages were sent as replles-to or fowardings-of which respective other messages in the 

hierarchy. 

9. (New) A method according to claim 8, where the hierarchy has a property that 
when a first like-titled e-mail message in the hierarchy was sent chronological^ after a 
second like-titled e-mail message, then the first like-titled e-mail message is lower in the 
hierarchy than the second message. 

1 0. (New) A method according to claim 8, where the e-mail messages of the 
hierarchy are mutually related by having a same substantive title. 
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